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Presentation to AGI Northern by Ray Buckingham
14th April 2011



Presentation Topics

1. Introduction

2. The Flood Event

3. Recovery

4. The use of GIS

5. The Future

6. Summary



Introduction

Ray Buckingham - Cockermouth Flood Action Group

Mike Park - Cockermouth Mountain Rescue



The Flood Event

November 19 th – 21st 2009

Area impacted



Brewery Bridge
Approx – circa 1pm



Main Street 1:30pm



Recovery

1. First few days

2. Weeks

3. Months3. Months

4. Now

5. Future



Challoner Street



Cockermouth Flood Action Group

Context and terms of reference

River History



Issues & Problems

1. Understanding the event

2. Emergency works

3. Coordinating the local 3. Coordinating the local 
community response

4. Being prepared for the future



Use of GIS

1. Could it be used to help CFAG with its goals

2. Which areas could it be used for

3. Save the need for physical paper document 3. Save the need for physical paper document 
system

4. Act as a common platform to display and 
communicate issues and solutions to 
interested stakeholders



Flood Work Status Record
Vegetation maintenance

Temporary measures

River maintenance
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Work Status continued

New earth embankments Gravel extraction

Existing defences
improved

Initial works carried out in first 12 months



Flood Wardens
Developing flood zones

Local knowledge from previous events allow zoning to  be 
developed to help residents if another event occurs  
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Flood Wardens continued

Single occupancy
residence

Resident needing

Resident needing general help Resident with specific issue
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Typical zone showing the types of information that w e will 
hold on residents, with their permission, that will  prove 
very helpful if another flood occurs.

Resident needing
special help

Zone Flood Warden



Communications

Proposed relief channel River bank ‘weak zones’ to allow
Flooding of adjacent field systems

New improved river
defences bringing existingdefences bringing existing
structures up to a 1:100
year standard

Maps can be used to help explain issues to the comm unity and help
key stakeholders with developing their ideas and sc hemes



Future Developments

1. Web application for use by members of the 
CFAG flood warden scheme

2. Integrate with other stakeholders

3. Develop a common system that other flood 
action groups can use



Summary

1. GIS is a very powerful tool which is helping 
CFAG fulfil its aims

2. Maps can be produced by the community to 
support work being carried out by the relevant support work being carried out by the relevant 
bodies that may not have local knowledge

3. It is a simple method of presentation reducing 
the need for paper documents

4. Acts as a common platform to display and 
communicate complex issues and solutions



QuestionsQuestions
Playing After the Rain


