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WISERD 

ÅMajor investment Economic and Social Sciences in Wales 

(£4.8 million over 3 years) 

Å28 posts at 5 main HEIs (Aber, Bangor, Cardiff, Glam, Swansea) 

ÅDraw on collaborative inter-institutional working: 

ïBoost strength and sustainability of social science research  in Wales 

ïProduce innovations quantitative and qualitative research methods 

 

 

What is WISERD? 
Wales Institute of Social and Economic 
Research, Data and Methods 

  



¢ƘŜ Ψ5Ω .ƛǘ 
ÅData key in social science research 

ÅLarge number of datasets available BUT: 

ïDifficult to find  

ï£££ data is under-used 

ïExisting data needs to be optimised (UK Gov Data Strategy, 
2009)  

ÅEstablish comprehensive DB of social science 
metadata & data relating to Wales 

ÅImprove discoverability 

ïEncourage re-use of existing data 

ïHelp stimulate collaborative research 

 

 



Data Team Objectives 

Produce a web-based tool to: 

ÅEnhance ŀ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ 
quantitative and qualitative socio-economic 
research data for Wales 

ÅEnable geographic as well as thematic and 
temporal searching 



ÅSurveys: 
ï Census (1991, 2001) 

ï Labour Force Survey 2010 

ï Living in Wales (2004-2008) 

ï National Survey for Wales (2010) 

ï Shelter Cymru HAC 

ï Skills Surveys (1997-2006) 

ï Wales Rural Obs. Rural Business (2004-
2010) 

ï Wales Rural Obs. Household Survey (2004-
2010) 

ï Welsh Health Survey (2003-2011) 

ï Working in Britain (1999-2002) 

ï Workplace Employment Relations (2004) 

 

 

The WISERD Meta-Database (WMDB)  

(28/11/2011) 

Stats: 

Å60+ surveys  

Å30 with responses mapped 

Å5122 tables 

Å11500 questions in DB 

 

 



 

ÅQualitative Data: Dozens of WISERD stakeholder interview 

transcripts 

ÅAdministrative Data: selected PLASC stats (2003-10) mapped 

at UA level. School-level stats mapping planned. 

ÅGrey MDB: 20+ academic journal articles and PhD theses 

ÅPublic: No data added yet (future development) 

 

 

WISERD Meta-Database:  

Current Status (28/11/2011) 

 



Example Queries 

Å¢ŜȄǘΥ άShow me all the surveys conducted in Wales 
ǘƘŀǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦέ 

Å{ǇŀǘƛŀƭΥ άI need to find out what socio-economic 
Řŀǘŀ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ /ŀǊŘƛŦŦΦέ 

Å{ǇŀǘƛŀƭΥ άShow me all the existing data for this (user-
ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘύ ŀǊŜŀέ 

Å¢ŜȄǘκ{ǇŀǘƛŀƭΥ άLΩƳ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ 
Merthyr Tydfil ς I want a printed report of all the 
ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜǊǘƘȅǊ ¦!έ 
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