
Land Administration & Data 
(to support Land Governance & Land Reform)

Andy Wightman
www.whoownsscotland.org.uk

http://www.whoownsscotland.org.uk






Key data

Land tenure (ownership, tenancies,Crown land,Common Good etc) 

Environment(nature, pollution, flood, scheduled monuments)

Energy(energy efficiency, infrastructure)

Building information(construction dates, materials, state of repair)

Emerging data e.g.carbon credits

 

     











Know Edge Ltd

Scottish Land Information Service (ScotLIS)

Business Strategy Update

Robin McLaren



Know Edge Ltd

Presentation Content

 Objectives

 Review of Potential Business Strategy 

Options for ScotLIS

 ‘Fastrack’: Agreed ScotLIS Business 

Strategy

 Implementation Issues

 Beyond the Initial Glasgow Service



Data - the case of tenant farmers



Agricultural Holdings (Scotland) Act 2003 s.25(3)



Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2016

Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2025





..we have seen significant variability in the quality of the

information that is provided. In the past, we have seen 

everything from a blank sheet of A4 paper with only a couple 

of lines serving as a map to Ordnance Survey Pathfinder 

scale maps with significant detail.

..some tenancies are so old that they are recorded

in the register of sasines, and the information from

the lease documents is really variable. For

example, some might talk about measuring extent

by starting from a giant tree in the corner of a field,

going a distance of 200 yards and then coming

down a hill…

Official Report, Net Zero, Energy and Transport Committee 18 February 2025 col.42





As the new Tenant Farming Commissioner, I’ve spent my first few weeks 

getting to grips with the state of Scotland’s tenant farming sector …..

One thing has quickly become clear - we don’t have enough up-to-date, 

reliable data about the sector.

How many tenant farmers are currently operating in Scotland? What 

proportion of agricultural land is under tenancy? What trends are emerging 

in rents, tenancy types, or long-term investment? These should be 

straightforward questions to answer, yet I’ve found that the data is often 

outdated, fragmented, or simply unavailable.

….without clear and accessible data, policymakers, farmers, and landowners 

are making decisions based on assumptions rather than facts. That’s a 

problem.

Tenant Farming Commissioner Blog 3 March 2025









https://svc.mt.gov/msl/cadastral/





IACS Field Parcels Aberdeen, Banff, Kincardine

INSPIRE Centroids Aberdeen



LVT would shift the 

burden of property tax

LVT would shift the burden of property tax



Know Edge Ltd

FASTRACK Implementation Programme

 ScotLIS Corporate Body & Office

 Design, Build, Operate & Market Tender

 Advert in OJEC June 1998

 40 Expressions in Interest Received

 Contract to be awarded October 1998

 Launch March 1998





(a) provision requiring the owner to ensure that a land management plan is

given to another person in order that all land management plans can be

published on a single website

44C(4)(a) Land Reform Scotland) Act 2025

(2) In order to comply with their duty under subsection (1), Ministers must—

(a) arrange for prescribed information about the possible transfer of the land

to be made publicly available on a website

46D(4)(a) Land Reform Scotland) Act 2025







Thank You
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