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The Crown Estate manages the seabed and coastline around England, Wales and Northern
Ireland to enable clean energy and strengthen energy security, support nature recovery and
thriving marine communities, and drive sustainable economic growth for lasting and shared
prosperity for the nation.

THE CHALLENGE

The seabed and coastline support a vast range of activities and industries on which we all depend and are
intrinsically linked to our identity as an island nation.

The UK needs to make the most of its marine environment to deliver economic growth and clean power,
while protecting nature. However, demand on the seabed is increasing, and nature is in decline. If we
continue with a project-by-project race for the same space, investment will stall, consenting will slow,
conflict will rise, and we risk damaging the natural resources that support our economy, communities and
environment.

An already busy space, the UK seabed supports shipping and navigation, fisheries, offshore wind,
aggregate extraction and many other sectors and activities, alongside vital marine habitats and species. A
long-term, systems-led approach is needed to effectively manage competing priorities as demand on the
seabed and coastline increases.

The challenge — and opportunity, is to take a holistic, whole-system view of the marine environment,
balancing the needs of clean energy, economic growth, infrastructure and nature recovery to ensure the
seabed is managed sustainably for future generations.

THE SOLUTION

The Crown Estate has developed the Marine Delivery Routemap T
a collaborative and innovative digital tool that can support ‘h
scenario planning by mapping potential future uses of the m
seabed and coastline to 2050.

Built on world-class spatial mapping and digital expertise and
underpinned by a shared evidence base that reflects existing
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policies and regulation, the Routemap brings together ‘TthQh QORI i ustry,

existing and new information into an interactive platform. Governments and stakeholders, the

It features maps and dashboards showing where energy, Marine Delivery Routemap will enable the
industry and nature projects might take place, and the best and most effective use of the seabed
benefits these bring to the UK, including jobs, regeneration and coastline. It will support the

gad logghggsotdnies, Government’s Growth and Clean Power
The initial Pilot Routemap provides information on the location of Missions, bring jobs and regeneration
existing marine activities, projected future demand across key opportunities across the UK, and help
sectors, and Potential Areas of Opportunity that could help meet deliver the Government’s nature
future demand in the most effective way. It also includes tools to ambitions®?

begin exploring opportunities and challenges for co-location

between sectors.
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THE SOLUTION

The Marine Delivery Routemap is underpinned by the Whole of Seabed Evidence Base, which integrates
environmental, social, economic and technical datasets into a consistent framework. These datasets are
structured and analysed using The Crown Estate's Resource Identification and Optimisation (RIO) tool to
identify opportunities, constraints and potential areas for development and nature recovery.

The evidence base is continually strengthened through engagement with government, industry and
environmental stakeholders to source, validate and refine data, ensuring outputs are robust, transparent and
widely supported.

The content of the Routemap will continue to grow over time, incorporating enhanced scenario planning
capabilities, better understanding of delivery risks and trade-offs, information on supply chain opportunities,
and a richer picture of how social, environmental and economic value can be delivered.

THE OUTCOME

The Marine Delivery Routemap is designed to support
government, planners and regulators in decision-
making, while guiding The Crown Estate’s leasing and
investment decisions and helping catalyse UK supply
chain opportunities.

By providing a shared view of future demand and
potential development opportunities, the Routemap
enables:

e Optimised use of marine space to 2050, securing
better outcomes for the economy, environment,
nature and society.

e Accelerated planning and delivery of clean energy
projects and critical national infrastructure.

e Structured conversations around co-location
opportunities, trade-offs and cross-sector planning.

e Greater confidence in decision-making through the
use of a shared evidence base.

¢ Nature-positive planning that supports both growth

THE IMPACT and environmental recovery.

The Marine Delivery Routemap helps create the conditions for:

» Optimised use of marine space across energy, nature and industry.

e Reduced risk through collaborative planning, shared evidence and a long-term perspective.

 Greater visibility of future opportunities, including what development may occur, where and when.

e Accelerated delivery of the Government's Growth and Clean Power Missions.

e Stronger foundations for UK supply chains, investment and local economic opportunities.

e Enhanced energy security through support for the future development of clean and reliable energy
infrastructure.

e Improved understanding of how social, environmental and economic value can be delivered together.
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